
 
 
 

Reconstruction and Early Civil Rights 

In 1883, seventeen African-American men petitioned Loudoun County Judge James B. McCabe to serve 

as Jurors and Judges of Election. Although laws had been enacted to expand their civil rights after 

slavery, in actuality they were being eroded. These brave men, who owned land and businesses, were 

advocates in the early Civil Rights movement.  

The local newspaper, The Mirror, published an article about the Mass Meeting held on May 14, 1883.  

Excerpts from the article were transcribed and published in The Essence of a People authored by the 

Black History Committee of the Friends of the Thomas Balch Library. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 


